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Grade-Level

Content Standards

Help students build background 

knowledge appropriate to their grade 

levels prior to reading. This book 

presents content relating to the 

following grade-level standards:

Grade 2: 

• Identify likelihood of an event

Grade 3: 

• Determine likelihood of an event

Grade 4: 

• Compare the likelihood of events

Grade 5: 

• Calculate or estimate the 

probability of an event

Grade 6: 

• Calculate or estimate the 

probability of events

Grade 7: 

• Calculate or estimate the 

probability of events and make 

convincing arguments

Grade 8: 

• Calculate or estimate the 

probability of events to make 

predictions and decisions

Reading Skills

Understand Technical Words in Context 

• Engage students in a discussion about computers. Say When I 

am working on the computer, I use the keyboard to type words. Write the 

sentence on chart paper and underline keyboard. Say The word 

keyboard is a word we use when we are talking about computers.

• Explain that computers, sports, and other subjects have special 

words. Point out that often the words around the special word 

help us understand what it means. Invite volunteers to identify the 

phrase type words, which explain the term keyboard.

• Encourage volunteers to talk about favorite computer games or 

hobbies. Write any sentences they use that include technical words 

for that topic. Help students identify them.

Use Subheadings

• Show the subheading on page 22 of  Tornado Watch. Explain that 

subheadings are small sections within a larger section. Say A

subheading helps a reader fi nd information quickly. It lets the reader know what 

kind of  information is in that section. When I read, I look for subheadings so 

that I can quickly fi nd the information I want.

• Encourage students to look for subheadings as they read.

For English Language Learners

Display photographs of 

tornadoes. Explain that 

tornadoes are windstorms with 

air that spins around very fast. 

Have students act out being 

tornadoes by spinning around. 

Ask Have you ever been in a 

windstorm? Explain that they will 

read a book about tornadoes.

For Struggling Readers

Discuss tornadoes with 

students. Invite students to 

describe the scenes from movies 

or any personal experiences with 

windstorms they may have had. 

Explain that they will be reading 

a book that provides facts and 

information about tornadoes.

Tornado Watch

Build Background
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A dual pathway to meet the 
needs of both ELLs & struggling 
readers…at the same time…with 
the same materials!

In the Teaching Booklets accompanying 
each InStep reader, you’ll find dual 
instructional pathways so you can 
differentiate instruction for both 

ELLs and struggling readers. These 
strategies will build background with all 
students while addressing their uniquely 

individual needs. This approach makes 
the InStep reading program different 
from other leveled reading products 
and makes it more effective for each 

student you teach.
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Vocabulary

Response

Preview unfamiliar 
concepts.

Motivate Students.

Build a solid vocabulary 
foundation.

Expand understanding  
of vocabulary.

Scaffold reading for  

beginning language learners 

with teacher support

Follow one clear lesson plan 

with all struggling readers.

Activate vocabulary and 

concepts in prewriting.

Connect text  

to self.


