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This chart can help you see at a glance how you’ve 
placed students in Great Strides skill books and levels.

Step 1: Choose Instructional Level. 
The Instructional level is based on level appropriateness.

 Grades 3–5 (Teacher’s Guide I) Grades 3–5 (Teacher’s Guide I)

 Grades 6–8 (Teacher’s Guide II) Grades 6–8 (Teacher’s Guide II)

Step 2: Choose Skill Area. 
Print a copy of this chart for each skill area.      

 Literal Skills  Literal Skills 

 Inferential Skills  Inferential Skills 

 Critical Thinking Skills.  Critical Thinking Skills. 

On the printout, record students’ names. Each copy will represent one skill area. 

Step 3: Record Individual Reading Levels. 
Next to each student’s name, record Great Strides level, as determined by the online screener. Print out screener 
and follow directions to get Great Strides level.

Step 4: Order Practice Books. 
Tally up the total quantities of each student practice book. Then, make your order at the Harcourt Achieve Web site 
http://rigby.harcourtachieve.com/en-US/rigby.htm/, or phone in your order 1-800-531-5015.

Classroom Management Chart Instructions

Teacher’s materials include:
 teachers guide teachers guide

 teaching transparencies teaching transparencies

 classroom posters classroom posters

Teacher’s materials are free when you order 
30 or more student practice books.
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Record Students’ Names

Choose Skill Area

Record Students’ 
Great Strides Levels

Tally up Total 
Quantities of 
Each Level



©
  H

ar
co

ur
t A

ch
ie

ve
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

Great Strides Level

Student Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Total

Classroom Management Chart

 Literal Skills  Inferential Skills  Critical Thinking Skills



©
  H

ar
co

ur
t A

ch
ie

ve
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

This screener allows you to quickly approximate the reading level at which to start the 
student from among the 8 levels of Great Strides. Start with the Pre-screener below.Great Strides. Start with the Pre-screener below.Great Strides

Administering the Pre-Screener
Ask the student each of the Pre-screener questions below:

Step 1: Print Conventions Check. Place a textbook in front of the student. Ask the student to 
pick it up and locate the beginning of the fi rst chapter? 

Step 2: Alphabetic Knowledge Check. Call out the letters m, a, s, and e. Ask the student to e. Ask the student to e
locate a word that contains each letter on a book page.  

Step 3: Phonemic Awareness Check. Pronounce the word striving. Read the following three striving. Read the following three striving
sentences, and ask the student to listen for one word that rhymes with striving.striving.striving

Carlos and Dad are in a car. Dad is driving. Carlos is looking at the trees.

Step 4: Phonics Check. Have the student return to the textbook page and fi nd a word with any 
long vowel sound [eg., flong vowel sound [eg., falong vowel sound [eg., falong vowel sound [eg., f te, bate, ba eet, ice, boat, oat, oa use].

Pre-Screener Results
 If the student responds correctly to all of the questions above, use your judgment in selecting 

one or more appropriate screener passage. [Note: If the student fails to answer the pre-screener 
questions correctly, consider instruction that focuses on basic literacy needs. 

Administering the Screener Passages
Use the following steps to administer the screener passages.

Step 1: Reading Accuracy Check. Have the student read the passage aloud to you. Tally each 
time the student misses a word or substitutes an incorrect word without self-correcting. If the 
student self-corrects, do not tally the error. If any error sounds like the student’s oral English, do 
not tally the error.

Step 2: Comprehension Check. Ask the student to read and respond to the comprehension 
question at the end of the reading passage.

Answers to comprehension questions:
Passage 1 B Passage 2 A Passage 3 B Passage 4 C

Step 3: Determining Reading Level. Count the number of errors tallied. Use the Screener 
Administration Record to determine the level at which to start the student in Great Strides. Then Great Strides. Then Great Strides
determine whether the student answered the comprehension question correctly. If the student 
answered correctly, start him or her at the level determined by the number of errors. If the 
student answered incorrectly, start the student at the level immediately before it.

Screener Tool



©
  H

ar
co

ur
t A

ch
ie

ve
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

If student reads Passage 1 If student reads Passage 1 If student reads and makes. . .

more than 10 errors ......... start student at Level 1 with teacher’s assistance.

6–10 errors ......... start student at Level 1.

3–5 errors ......... start student at Level 2.

fewer than 3 errors ......... administer Screener Passage 2.

Did student respond to the 
question correctly?

 Yes—Start student at Level determined above. Yes—Start student at Level determined above.

 No—Start student one Level below Level determined above. No—Start student one Level below Level determined above.

If the student reads Passage 2 and makes. . .

more than 14 errors ......... start student at Level 3.

9–14 errors ......... start student at Level 4.

fewer than 9 errors ......... administer Screener Passage 3.

Did student respond to the 
question correctly?

 Yes—Start student at Level determined above. Yes—Start student at Level determined above.

 No—Start student one Level below Level determined above. No—Start student one Level below Level determined above.

If the student reads Passage 3 and makes. . .

more than 16 errors ......... start student at Level 4.

11–16 errors ......... start student at Level 5.

fewer than 11 errors ......... administer Screener Passage 4.

Did student respond to the 
question correctly?

 Yes—Start student at Level determined above. Yes—Start student at Level determined above.

 No—Start student one Level below Level determined above. No—Start student one Level below Level determined above.

If the student reads Passage 4 and makes. . .

more than 18 errors ......... start student at Level 6.

12–18 errors ......... start student at Level 7.

fewer than 12 errors ......... start student at Level 8.

Did student respond to the 
question correctly?

 Yes—Start student at Level determined above. Yes—Start student at Level determined above.

 No—Start student one Level below Level determined above. No—Start student one Level below Level determined above.

Screener Administration Record
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Consider the student’s needs when selecting a comprehension skill area.

If the student has diffi culty then have student focus on

• using sections of a book such as an index

• understanding directions

• locating facts and details stated in running text

• obtaining data presented through maps, tables, and timelines

Literal Skills

• using prior knowledge to make predictions and inferences

• recognizing logical patterns such as comparisons or causal 
relationships

• understanding implied relationships among objects, events, 
ideas, or characters

Inferential Skills

• connecting ideas across texts with related topics

• assessing whether an author is objective or biased and forming 
judgments about the author’s writing

• drawing from the most important information in a text to 
summarize the text

Critical Thinking Skills

Choosing a Skill Area




